CHAPTER XII
PRESIDENT OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY
"Before leaving Cambridge" said Rutherford in an after-dinner speech
after his return from New Zealand, "I went in to see my old friend
C. T. R. to say goodbye. He was slowly grinding by hand a large
ground glass joint and I left him doing it"
Then, after describing his visits to the various colleges in New
Zealand, he went on: "The voyage home was, I think, one of the
most interesting sea passages I have ever had. We had a lot of young
athletes on board and you know what a part deck tennis plays on a long
voyage. Well, it was a real treat to watch these young men play. I have
made a good many voyages in my time but I have never seen a better
example of skill and power than these young men showed/' A slight
pause, and then, "I won the prize!!"
"But all good things come to an end and we arrived back in the old
country and so to Cambridge. The first thing that I did after being
away for some months was to look up my old friend C. T. R. I found
him still grinding a large glass joint! "*
It must in fairness be added that Rutherford knew and said that the
achievements of C. T. R. Wilson were of the very greatest importance
in physics, and backed him for his Nobel Prize.
In January 1926 Bohr wrote to Rutherford his regret that Kramers was
leaving Copenhagen and his delight in acquiring Heisenberg; owing
to the work of the latter "prospects have with a stroke been realised
which, though only vaguely grasped, have for a long time been the
centre of our wishes. We now see the possibility of developing a
quantitative theory of atomic structure." Bohr then referred to the
important suggestion of Goudsmit and Uhlenbeck that electrons spin
1 I am indebted to Professor A. M. Tyndall, of Bristol University, for the record
of this speech.